The Great L.A.R.S. Fox Hunt of 16 September 2006


It was great weather for a fox hunt. I got my gear together and headed for the starting place at the tractor supply parking lot.  For some reason there were a few other groups of cars/trucks meeting for various reasons in the same lot. Just before 10am, Scotty W4EFG showed up, and we chatted for a while, but he couldn't stay.


I did hear the fox, weakly, and at a heading about 120 degrees. Stan KD4ERF showed up about that time. After a bit I headed out east along 192. The signal got louder as I turned onto rt. 25 South. And it got a little louder as I headed south. Then it kind of plateaued, and got some weaker. So I got out and made a reading. It was strongest back to the northeast. 

I turned around, and headed back up rt. 25.  Somewhere around the McDonald’s I decided to try another reading. But when I got on foot, I could not get a reading, even with my beam, which has better gain than the 1/4 wave on the van. 

I got back in the van, and drove around the areas that I had heard it the loudest, but I couldn't hear it anywhere. Stan was following me, and when I informed him, he stated that Jim N4ICU had had his batteries die, and after a while, he decided to just call on his HT. I tried to track him that way, but he was not on a lot, and it seemed like when I was ready to take a reading, there was no signal and when I was driving he would talk. I took more readings, and ended along 229 heading South.

I took some more readings at the Laurel county fairgrounds, and it seemed to be across the road in the Levi Jackson State Park. So I headed over there. The signal got quite strong, and another reading showed it was close. 

I was driving along that area, and thought I saw someone with an HT, but did not recognize him. Soon after this I went on foot, and the signal was very strong near a van where a couple were "hugging and it looked like kissing each other". I didn't want to disturb them, but the signal was very strong there. I looked up in the trees around there, but did not see anything there. I walked over to where Stan was, and told him that I thought it had to be around that van.  

I thought that maybe Jim could have an accomplise who was hiding, and it was a long time that that couple was holding each other (at least 15 minutes). So I made up my mind to go over and try to look in that van, to see if Jim was hiding in the van. 

As I got closer to the van, I saw some batteries in it, and figured that was for the fox, and it sure was ,but the big surprise was that Jim was disguised  with his glasses off, and white powder in his beard, and had a hood on his head, and kept his back toward me most of the time. I never expected that, and Jim is to be congratulated for a great disguise. He really got me this time.

73's

Peter Rock KJ4ND

